AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Jan. 13

its call for Iraq to leave all of Kuwait without
condition and without further delay. This
is not simply the policy of the United States;
it is the position of the world community
as expressed in no less than twelve Security
Council resolutions.

We prefer a peaceful outcome. However,
anything less than full compliance with UN
Security Council Resolution 678 and its
predecessors is unacceptable. There can be
no reward for aggression. Nor will there
be any negotiation. Principle cannot be
compromised. However, by its full compli-
ance, Iraq will gain the opportunity to rejoin
the international community. More imme-
diately, the Iraqi military establishment will
escape destruction. But unless you with-
draw from Kuwait completely and without
condition, you will lose more than Kuwait.
What is at issue here is not the future of
Kuwait—it will be free, its government will
be restored—nbut rather the future of Iraq.
This choice is yours to make.

The United States will not be separated
from its coalition partners. Twelve Security
Council resolutions, 28 countries providing
military units to enforce them, more than
one hundred governments complying with
sanctions—all highlight the fact that it is
not Irag against the United States, but Iraq
against the world. That most Arab and Mus-
lim countries are arrayed against you as well
should reinforce what I am saying. Iraq can-
not and will not be able to hold on to Ku-
wait or exact a price for leaving.

You may be tempted to find solace in
the diversity of opinion that is American
democracy. You should resist any such
temptation. Diversity ought not to be con-
fused with division. Nor should you under-

estimate, as others have before you, Amer-
ica’s will.

Iraq is already feeling the effects of the
sanctions mandated by the United Nations.
Should war come, it will be a far greater
tragedy for you and your country. Let me
state, too, that the United States will not
tolerate the use of chemical or biological
weapons or the destruction of Kuwait’s oil
fields and installations. Further, you will be
held directly responsible for terrorist actions
against any member of the coalition. The
American people would demand the strong-
est possible response. You and your country
will pay a terrible price if you order uncon-
scionable acts of this sort.

I write this letter not to threaten, but
to inform. 1 do so with no sense of satisfac-
tion, for the people of the United States
have no quarrel with the people of Iraqg.
Mr. President, UN Security Council Reso-
lution 678 establishes the period before Jan-
uary 15 of this year as a “pause of good
will” so that this crisis may end without
further violence. Whether this pause is used
as intended, or merely becomes a prelude
to further violence, is in your hands, and
yours alone. | hope you weigh your choice
carefully and choose wisely, for much will
depend upon it.

GEORGE BUSH

His Excellency Saddam Hussein
President of the Republic of Iraq
Baghdad

Note: Foreign Minister Tarig ‘Aziz of lraq
refused to deliver the letter, which was dated
January 5.

White House Statement on Mrs. Bush’s Condition Following a
Sledding Accident at Camp David, Maryland

January 13, 1991

Mrs. Bush has been taken to Washington
County Regional Hospital in Hagerstown,
MD, following a minor accident while sled-
ding at Camp David. The President and
Mrs. Bush were sledding with grandchil-

dren this morning when Mrs. Bush fell off
her sled and into a tree. She was immedi-
ately examined by White House physician
Dr. Lawrence Mohr. Dr. Mohr indicates she
suffered minor lacerations and bruises but
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will be taken to the hospital for further
examination and possible x-rays of her legs.
Dr. Mohr expects Mrs. Bush to return to
Camp David soon after the examination.
The accident occurred shortly after 10
o’clock this morning following church serv-

ices. The Bushes attended church services
at Camp David with family and staff.

Note: Mrs. Bush’s x-rays disclosed a nondis-
placed fracture of the left leg.

Remarks on Soviet Military Intervention in Lithuania and a
Question-and-Answer Session With Reporters

January 13, 1991

The President. Well, I've been following
the situation in Lithuania and the other Bal-
tic States closely. The turn of events there
is deeply disturbing. There is no justification
for the use of force against peaceful and
democratically-elected governments. And
the brave people and the leaders of the
Baltic States have, indeed, acted with dig-
nity and restraint. The thoughts and prayers
of the people of the United States are with
them, and particularly with the Lithuanian
people who have experienced a great trag-
edy.

For several years now, the Soviet Union
has been on a course of democratic and
peaceful change. And we’ve supported that
effort and stated repeatedly how much we
admire the Soviet leaders who chose that
path. Indeed, change in the Soviet Union
has helped to create a basis for unprece-
dented cooperation and partnership be-
tween the United States and the Soviet
Union.

The events that we're witnessing now are
completely inconsistent with that course.
The progress of reform in the U.S.S.R. has
been an essential element in the improve-
ment of U.S.-Soviet relations. Events like
those now taking place in the Baltic States
threaten to set back or perhaps even reverse
the process of reform which is so important
in the world and the development of the
new international order.

We condemn these acts, which could not
help but affect our relationship. At this
hour, the United States and the West will
redouble our efforts to strengthen and en-
courage peaceful change in the Soviet
Union. Legitimacy is not built by force; it’s
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earned by the consensus of the people, by
openness, and by the protection of basic
human and political rights. So, | ask the
Soviet leaders to refrain from further acts
that might lead to more violence and loss
of life. 1 urge the Soviet Government to
return to a peaceful course of negotiations
and dialog with the legitimate governments
of the Baltic States.

And | did have an opportunity when I
talked to President Gorbachev not so many
hours ago to encourage the peaceful change
there and not the use of force.

Soviet Military Intervention in Lithuania

Q. Mr. President, was Gorbachev directly
behind this military crackdown? Is there
any reason to believe the military acted
without complete Presidential decree on
this?

The President. I cannot answer that ques-
tion. I just don’t know the facts of:

Q. Is there any official explanation for
what happened in Lithuania?

The President. Not an official explanation,
but we have a good deal of information
on it.

Q. And what about the fallout here? Is
the summit off at this point?

The President. Well, I've just expressed
this statement here, and | just expressed
my sentiments in this statement | made,
so | can’t go beyond that.

Q. Any consideration of export credit
guarantees or any other

The President. I'm just not going to go
further than what I've said here. I've just
laid it out, and people can interpret it any
way they want.
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